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A judge has the right to sue to recover his or her compensation; and a governmental body may recover back from a 
judge compensation paid the judge which was not authorized by law. 


A judge may bring an action to recover any unpaid compensation to which the judge may be entitled.! The fact that if a county 


were compelled to pay it would exceed its budget and appropriations is no defense to an action to recover balance of salary due.” 


In an action to recover compensation, the judge has the burden of proving his or her case? by competent proof“ and by a 


preponderance of the evidence.” In such an action, questions of fact are for the jury. 


Recovery by governmental body. 


As a general rule, any compensation paid to a judge which is not authorized by law or is in excess of the compensation authorized 
by law may be recovered by the proper governmental body.” However, compensation which is legally paid to a judge is not 
recoverable. A petition by a governmental body seeking the recovery of compensation unlawfully paid must state a cause of 


action.” 
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